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The mid-1980s were a time in which the U.S.
government devoted a large share of its
technological resources to the military sector while
the growing dominance of Japanese consumer
technology led Americans to worry about the
future of U.S. industry.  This was also an era of
increasing concern about technological risk,
concern that was underlined by the Challenger
disaster, Chernobyl, and Bhopal. 

The fourth edition of Technology and the Future
mirrored many of these issues, in a chapter on risk
and in the addition of a fourth section headed
"using technology" that dealt with technological
innovation, military research, and commercial
biotechnology.
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